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Research on Activation Strategies of Historical Blocks Based
on Spatial Morphology Analysis: A Case Study of Narrative
Scene Construction in the East Qianmen Area, Beijing
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Abstract

With the rapid urbanization of contemporary cities, the revitalization of historical districts
has received increasing attention, with revitalization strategies increasingly tailored
to younger demographic groups. Taking the East Qianmen Area in Beijing as a case
study, this research employs a combined methodology of space syntax and POI (Point
of Interest) analysis to identify high-potential alleyway spaces and guildhall buildings,
thereby exploring revitalization strategies for historical districts. The findings reveal that
the East Qianmen area features a dense network of pedestrian-friendly alleys and exhibits
good overall accessibility. Community service facilities are relatively scarce, and while
commercial activities are vibrant in the surrounding areas, they have not penetrated deeply
into the interior of the district. Cultural resources are abundant and hold great potential
for development. Based on these findings, high-potential zones are identified. The study
further proposes the construction of story-driven experiential scenarios in the East
Qianmen Area, integrating the narrative logic of classical Chinese gardens with pedestrian
circulation paths. By extracting local cultural elements, key nodes with high potential and
suitable locations are selected for acupuncture-style interventions. Utilizing virtual reality
technology and diversified activity space design, the research aims to create immersive
experiential environments while simultaneously improving the quality of daily life within
the block.
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Fig.2 Road network map of the study area
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Tab.1 Classification of social points of interest
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