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Wuxi Female Garden Culture in Modern Times (Pre-1949)
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Abstract Keywords

Modern China represents a crucial transitional phase in the modernization of gardens, Female; Garden culture;
yet the contributions of women have often been overlooked due to historical factors. Modernization; Educational
To deepen the exploration of female garden practices and enrich the study of female spaces; Independent
garden culture, this paper focuses on the representative modern city of Wuxi and its consciousness; Wuxi

female community. Employing a combination of literature and visual analysis, the study
examines the social context, design expression, and management of gardens by female
garden owners, with particular attention to changes in their identities. Influenced by the
ideals of equality and freedom, these women chose educational spaces as the foundation
for their garden practices, incorporating modern educational content and new planning
and design elements, thereby reflecting the complexities of this transitional period. They
gradually asserted their identities, moving from the confines of private garden spaces into
broader social spheres, independent of the male figures in their families. However, female
garden practices at this time remained in an early stage, characterized by low participation
and limited diversity. These activities can be viewed as a window into the socio-cultural
development of the period, with the shift in women's self-perception holding significant
historical importance.
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Fig.1 Female workers forming groups
at silk factories
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Fig.2 Old photographs of the Republican Period of female workers from the Rong Family Factory

[l fg N B 22 1, 0
JER-SE B HH SR E R 2 B R
18, HEO8 2 BRI S, 3k
FRA M A A 2 =4 P SKIT  17 FY
HRFTRAIER, 298] LIS
PRI X2 T R, Bt =
2% FBALIERI LR AT T,
AR T 2% A FR T SR [ ) o 2 i
{EHR 73 L MEAE AL S MBI AR 275 T 2
SIFRE T B iEER A P, PR
NG AR 2 IS
HEAAN X L SRR BLRE. LA, X
MAOUTEEE ST T LS A A 2 ) P
B 175 HRF B8 00 ™ R A A X BUAR 1E DR B
F 1S5 SE AR g A\ I — A,
SRR T B 1) 2 A ) RE AR T 2
BRI FAL2mRRE P, ZEmh'IF
AHURIN, ERIBON R, DL MAZRY” “4
NH” D w2 20 1 REAE Rl 2 BR (L it
YR BN R P A o 19 el
R T 58 AN TR AR IR R
THELHELSR, FEREGFEFEE
Bz & P, Btk FEL FhzE
TS, B CEg) H 2 R
RS, SHRRIERS,
AAERIA T R, B0 T 2
L ERE, FEEGEAR ™ (E3) .
AR REAERR T RS
Wz, MAERERENTE, 2
T2 DA N4 SCHEAFE S AR L,

FELTFR TS V5 B BB AT

R, B2 A RIRR RN

65 AR AR S B. R EL, Hrdp kb
A, PAK BIGFIESERIL TR
BT EGEMEL, HIGENERIETE
A, I T IR iE A E S
AR R R P, 1 19 #0120 fited
ALK 10 4, BRI T &
FA, BCNTE B L FIR I S — b sk
B, 1905 4, BIKZEFISLREELYE
AP E LR, THAl T YRR
I+ 4 LEFIZ T2 E T
o B g 3| QA BAR Y (H
REIK S TE 1907 SE A H B M &
WAL F, 4 FRAML
MRS, THRE, FAEBCERIE YR
Koz, 355 ERR,

2 iE R R EMFBVIFIE

2.1 BB ESHIEM=IE

MERENRE, 2R B
PR PE R BR F I TBAR, 1S LA
LT BT I RS T R 2231,
AT EMN L R EISRE, DA
A2 IS,

FEl AR P 22 PR B RS B AR
PRM, HMREW F BRI, MEE
2R, SCHE&GPHIN, RE- S
MM AR 25 R B L
BHLZMER SR, 1903 4, EBUNM
fii (RN, ME “RERFE
B o RATFDEE R BN L
FAERER AT 7 A ™, B

25

i, RIS, ARENETIZN
T8, MADBENBUE R BTN
HT 2 MR, RANRBCRER B (K 2 5
PRFFHORCE EL A P, BRAE 2RI E
EPEA, B I AP TE A R ) —
T 2 229 2 (8 2 4% 52 ok B BER AR F
X TRECES AT, KA
PURIER “A 20” bRife S [ 2
YR W, R RERRER, BEX
SR LR BRRIER
BAREZHUF MRAEGE KL
PEIESNHIH R, HEFNEIELNZ
TR, FREE RGN B
BEARFNERLEHENEHIET “%K
RLFRRESG, #NEE I, FEE
WEERNEE FL 25, RFEN
FEIMZH, WEEZIHY, ®BEZ
ZHE B, T A 2 AN AR
e 2 B AR B RS BT, RARE
I B I 1A 56 42 M 28 TH N B DR 2t
TERIHI R EN AR, EEA Dt
RN BB IR, BE T AYER T AR
IRFEIIFRE, AEHEE RN AR
AIBRFRFIFE 2, ] bk Il SRR o 2
RLEEY R, K225 LR
513 =39 (Leghorn chicken) .
Bl KER (Angora rabbit) %,
IR R AR BB R R, MR
MaE, oS RAHNEE R
B E MM B IREE, WINSEE, B
R, RN, MIHEREESE
B MEIRAR, R E, EIE

2024 /E 465/ F 3 H



HAth B LRI IRIE IR B 5 2 KU,
EARLFHE RIS SRS
(XD,

PRAE MY B RN T AR R A AT
Ji, S ZHHTIRAEANA AN L& i
AL, (EAR s MR BN, ThAE
Koy FEANANEL, AR LB N A [ 2R
— RIRARANME S ALY A J 1 4
BeieXENER (B 4) o SREITHLY
R PERSE AL TR, (KAl
AT,

RN, Ral, FonkEsk 1l
BARS” N CRERET, BAM
RGN A5 2= BRI,
BIAnTR R R A ML), L
B, EAR, RiE FREAEMEE
R SRR ERIRIEAIFRK,
TR, BE KEE., R,
ERSlEiEr37/E 3 3 S s 3N e R )|
MAEES R ZEHAG R, G T2EN
i, WA B TR AR,
GRS E 22 RS N 5] L BY
RIS, ML, BB (5
) . mEAIR#EE 1AL, R
T 5 AR AE N S SR 2R T R
SEE, PRI, HEFRERMAR,
A I {6 2 730 5 ot e PR PP B TR 2K
REVIHRELX, Blan bkl A A%

KK 3 fEH IR
Fig.3 Ringing the liberty bell and
opening the parliament
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Tab.1 Changes in education-related female activities within the garden
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Fig.4 Floor plan of Jingzhi Female School
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