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The Aesthetic Cultural Characteristics of Taoist Gardens in Guangzhou Sanyuan Palace
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Abstract: Guangzhou Sanyuan Palace is one of the oldest
palace heritages in Lingnan. It is an important clue for studying
the aesthetic culture of Lingnan Taoist gardens. On the basis of
analyzing the cultural background and social conditions of its
space formation, the research combines the related theories of
landscape architecture aesthetics and landscape architecture
history. It is found that the environmental pattern, architectural
layout and spatial sequence of the Sanyuan Palace integrate
the Taoist aesthetic ideas, presenting the pattern characteristics
of “adapting to landscape environment and following nature”.
With the help of the creative techniques of Chinese traditional
gardens, such as “the interaction of being and nothingness and
varying sceneries with changing view-points”, the landscape
features of “integrating time and space and entering a higher
realm of aesthetics” are created. It integrates the pragmatic
and practical ideas of Lingnan culture and the idea of pursing
pleasure and leisure, and forms the cultural characteristics of
“being compatible with the common customs and the spirits to
pursue nature”.

Key words: Aesthetics of landscape architecture; Guangzhou
Sanyuan Palace; Spatial pattern; Landscape construction; Cultural
implication
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