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Embankment and Settlement in the Cultural Landscape of Shatian, Pearl River Delta of Guangdong
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Abstract: Shatian is a special geographical area in the sea—land cross area of Pear]l River Delta. Through the interaction of
human reclamation and natural sedimentation, Shatian develops a cultural landscape of intercommunication of water network,
co—habitation with water, and development of rice cultivation. By taking manners of archives review, field work, geographic
data collection, and other related methods, this paper unveils that embankments and settlements are the two prominent elements
constituting the cultural landscape of Shatian. It is found that the spatial quality of Shatin cultural landscape can be featured as
singularity to complexity, characterizing spatial continuity and landscape elements variation. The findings of this paper uncover
the ecological living pattern of Shatin, which can provide more academic support to the further conservation of Shatin cultural
landscape.
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